
10 Photo Stories from 2017 
Presenting our favorite features from the entire year. The 

photographs in these stories are worth another look—dive in 

and enjoy. 

 
Selected by the editors of LensCulture 

 

1. If It Rained an Ocean 

Many people take it for granted that 

they can “pick themselves up by 

their bootstraps” and make life 

better for themselves, but for a large 

portion of America, that just isn’t 

true. This series by Danna Singer 

looks into the personal stories of a 

working-class community (the 

photographer’s own) in New Jersey. 

 

 

 

 

2. MOB (Military Mobilization) 

Seen from the Inside 

This affecting series, the 2nd place series 

winner of the LensCulture Exposure 

Awards 2017, offers an intimate look at 

life around a remote border outpost in 

the unrecognized Nagorno-Karabakh 

Republic through the eyes of a soldier 

(and photographer) who had “no choice 

between the rifle and a camera…yet still 

took photos.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lensculture.com/articles/danna-singer-if-it-rained-an-ocean
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/areg-balayan-mob-military-mobilization-seen-from-the-inside
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/areg-balayan-mob-military-mobilization-seen-from-the-inside


3. Bread and Circuses: Dubai’s 

Extravagant Contradictions 

What is it like to photograph in one of 

the world’s most exclusive and 

PR-conscious cities? Managing Editor 

Alexander Strecker interviewed Nick 

Hannes, a former photojournalist who 

uses a slower documentary approach to 

pierce into the “parallel world” that is 

Dubai. This project was subsequently 

picked up and published by news media 

around the world. 

 

 

4. The Photographic Inspiration Behind Moonlight, 2016’s Best Picture 
 

The look of the award-winning film 

Moonlight was heavily influenced by 

photographers like Earlie Hudnall, Jr., 

and Viviane Sassen. Alexander Strecker 

reached out to Moonlight’s 

cinematographer, James Laxton, to 

learn more about the surprising but 

formative influence that still 

photography had on this Oscar-winning 

film. 

 

5. Welcome to Camp America 

An immersive review of a startling new book about 

human rights atrocities at the U.S. detention center 

at Guantánamo Bay; the review is followed by an 

interview with Debi Cornwall, the photographer 

who brought these stories to light. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lensculture.com/articles/nick-hannes-bread-and-circuses-dubai-s-extravagant-contradictions
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/nick-hannes-bread-and-circuses-dubai-s-extravagant-contradictions
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/moonlight-cinematography-the-photographic-inspirations-behind-moonlight-2016-s-best-picture
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/moonlight-cinematography-the-photographic-inspirations-behind-moonlight-2016-s-best-picture
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/moonlight-cinematography-the-photographic-inspirations-behind-moonlight-2016-s-best-picture
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/moonlight-cinematography-the-photographic-inspirations-behind-moonlight-2016-s-best-picture
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/debi-cornwall-welcome-to-camp-america


6. Photos from Beirut and 

Boston: Womanhood Across 

Borders 

Lebanon and America are a world 

apart—or are they? Rania Matar 

photographs young women living in 

countries that are thousands of miles 

apart—and yet her revealing 

photographs illuminate the 

similarities that bind women 

together. In this feature, Matar talks 

to Associate Editor Coralie Kraft about her photos, which traverse perceived boundaries 

of nation, religion, and status. 

 

 

7. Landscape and Solitude 

South Korean fine art photographer 

Boomoon has had a long and deeply 

engaged relationship with the medium 

of photography for over four decades. 

In recent years, his work has dealt 

ostensibly with landscapes—but really 

his images are a means of meditating 

on perception and the self. In this 

philosophical exchange, Boomoon 

ruminates on the social, mental, and 

creative boundaries that have 

influenced his practice. 

 

8. ZaidoFeeling stagnant and broken after 

losing a loved one, Yukari Chikura followed 

instructions laid out to her in a dream: “On 

one dark day, my deceased father came to 

me. ‘Go to a village hidden in deep snow 

where I lived a long time ago,’ he whispered 

to me. As if in a dream, I followed his 

instructions and boarded a train to a remote 

village.” There, she found meaning in 1300 

years of history and ritual. Steidl will 

publish this series as a book in 2018. 

 

https://www.lensculture.com/articles/rania-matar-photos-from-beirut-and-boston-womanhood-across-borders
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/rania-matar-photos-from-beirut-and-boston-womanhood-across-borders
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/rania-matar-photos-from-beirut-and-boston-womanhood-across-borders
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/boomoon-landscape-and-solitude
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/yukari-chikura-zaido
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/yukari-chikura-zaido
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/yukari-chikura-zaido


9. My Stealthy Freedom: Women in Iran 

Every day, a vast number of Iranian women resist 

repression and carry out small acts of 

defiance—wearing their headscarf too low or with 

defiantly bright colors. In these portraits, made by 

Marinka Masséus, brave individuals speak freely about 

this growing resistance. 

 

 

 

 

10. Ice Fishers 

Despite Kazakhstan’s modern 

capital, many of the country’s 

citizens hold on to vestiges of their 

nomadic ancestry. Fishing on the 

frozen river in the depths of winter, 

the fishermen protect themselves 

from the harsh weather with salvaged pieces of plastic, patched together from discarded 

packaging or rice bags that you can find outside markets selling western, Chinese and 

Russian goods. A conceptual look at this common practice. 

NOTEBOOK RESPONSE:  
 
After taking notes on the photographers and their photo stories, choose one of the 
stories that you find the most interesting and click on the link to an article with more 
information and photos of the work.  
 
In your notebook, write a paragraph giving more information about the photo series, and 
another paragraph giving a detailed description of a couple of the images in the article.  
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lensculture.com/articles/marinka-masseus-my-stealthy-freedom-women-in-iran
https://www.lensculture.com/articles/aleksey-kondratyev-ice-fishers

